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The storv of that pursuit has been
written by many who have devoted their

pages to the siege of Paris. Through by-
ways. in the black darkness of lane and
.I'lev. upon the broad bonlevards, the
moliik-s and the mob hunted the Ger¬
mans to their death. < )f the thirty that
¦.ere b-fieved to be in the house, three
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Nor in this dramatic storj- did Paris
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the dredging vessel, which floats from two
to live miles above the aqueOUS field of ex-

ploration, is pretty much the same.
Suppe.sin.tr that the people in the halloon
were making their trip in the darkest of
moonless nights, and were obliged to de-
pend wholly upon what their nets brought
up for their notion of the species of ani¬
mals inhabiting the metropolis, they
would be in much the same circumstances
as scientists who fish for abyssmal forms.

For all that anybody can tell to the
contrary, the depths of ocean at the
present day may afford retreats to mon-
sters (>f species supposed t<> be long ex-

tinct. but which still survive from remote
geologic epochs. Who can say with cer-

tainty that the ferocious ichthyosaur, or

that other huge fish-eating lizard, the
plesiosaur, may not lurk even now in the
dark unfathomed caves of the sea?

ln this connection I shall tell one more
story, of a British vessel. the Fly, which
a few years ago chanced to l>e becalmed
in the Gulf of California-in twelve fath-
oms of remarkably dear water. While
thus statkmary, the Captain, who made
formal report of the incident, saw crawl-
ing over the bottom an extraordinary
lizard-like animal, about twenty-five feet
in length. whieh appeared "like a gigantic
snake threaded through the body of a
tortoise." Its neek was long and its
tail rather short. and it had four pad-
dles like the flippers of a turtle. In
brief, the description answered in every
detail to that of a plesiosaur. It was

certainly remarkable, and inasmuch as

the skipper was not likely even t<> have
heard of such a reptile as the plesiosaur,
the details given were amazingly accurate.
The plesiosaur cannot l>e assumed to

he extinct, merely on account of its age.
inasmuch as other animals dating back
to an equally ancient geologic epoch, such
as the sharks. stii: survive. On the other
hand. there is no more rcason for admitting
the suTvival of this particular reptile
than f<>r granting a similar extension of
Hfe t<> the mosasaur and other gigantic
marine lizards of the Cretaceous. The
mosasaur, of which no fewer than ten

species are known to have inhahited this
part of the world (remains of six of the
ten having been found in New-Jersey),
attained a length of forty feet. It had
a long tail and one pair of paddles in
front; its head was fiat and pointed; and
its lower ja.v was provided with an at-
tachment of eartilage by which the ani¬
mal was enabled to open its mouth to an

enormous extent, in the same manner as

a modern snake. But some of its not-
distant relatives. particularly the elasmo-
saur. were even more snake-like, and,
did they still survive, might answer well
to popular des< riptioiis of ihe sea-serjR-nt.

Assuming. however, as seems reason-

able, that the real sea-serpent. if it ex¬

ists. is neither an ancient lizard nor any
other creature surviving from a remote
geologic epoch, we must suppose (unless
we reject the monster outright, together
with an immense mass of testimony in its
behalf, much of which seems reliable
enough) that the giant s'|uid is the verita-
ble originai, or else that there dwells in
the depths of the ocean a species of ani¬
mal unknown to science, rarely seen at
the surface, in size equal to or surpassing
the largest whales, of an elongated and
snake-like form, and corresponding in
other respects, at least in a general way.
to the accepted portrait of the marine
mystery which holds so equivocal a

status, half-way between fact and fietion.
In the tropical seas that wash the

southern coasts of Asia, particularly in
the neighborhood of the East Indian
Archipelago, veritable sea-serpents are

found in such enormous numbers that
sometimes the water for ttiiles in every
direction seems to be literally alive with
them. They are of several species,
some of them reaching a length of eight
feet. though ordinarily they do not ex-

ceed three feet. and are so extremely
venomous that tishermen. who occasion-
ally catch them in their nets. are much
afraid of them. Indeed. their venom

closely resembles that of the cobra, which
is the most deadly of land snakes, and
appears to act in the same way. causing
the death of the person bitten by suffo-
cation. A man has been known to die
in live hours from a bite by one of them.

These sca-snakes are variously marked,
some of them being striped and brilliantly
colored. They have flattened tails for
swimming. and in calm weather spend
most of their time floating on the surface.
When disturbed they dive, and if caught
they strike at everything in sight with the
ntmost ferocity, sometimes driving their
fangs into their own llesh. But owing to
the pecuKar structure <>f their eyes. they
do not see nearly so well out of the water
as in it. They feed on fishes, which they
kill with their venom. and never leave
the water except to lay their eggs, fifteen
to twenty-rive in number, which they
deposit on sandy beaches.

In conclusion, I would say that 1 am

by no means the sea-serpent's advocate.
I do not assert that such a creature lives.
All that I mean to convey by this plea
in its behalf is a suggestion to the effect
that the evidence for its existence, while
falling far short of proof, is worthy of
serious consideration. In fact. I will go
so far as to admit that, in view of all the
testimony adduced. 1 incline rather to
belief than to disbelief in the monster.
which. be it reptile, mammal. fish or

mollusk. is undeniably the most interest-
ing of zoological puzzles.
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was forced down till the point pricked the
thiirh of its owner. Quickly as light
moves, the hand at the wrist gripped the
t-lhow. the one at the neek moved to the
shoulder. and with a thud the coward who
stabbed was thrown s, piarely on his back.
The dagger Bew to the corner of the room.

Shijo the wrestler had vanquished Boonto
the assassin.

"Before one could move steps sounded
on the walk. The half-dazed Boonto
leaped to his feet, sprang through the
shoji and disappeared, as my husband
and Kimpatchi came upon the corridor.
"The datmasan knows all; we do his

bidding."
Then Shijo stepped from the window,

a bandage about his forearm, but other-
wise apparently none the worse for his
enc ¦< runter.
"Dannasan is generous. He will par-

don a humble servitor who acted only as

the heart moved. and did his small part
to protect the honor of the maid he dared
love. My happiness is unbounded when
she srniles, my spirit saddens at her tears,
and my despair is bottomless as she

frowns. My heart thrills with love of
her. My suit shall be laid before her
father, after the manner of our people.
Will the dannasan not befriend the
maiden till her parents can make known
their wishes? Shijo becomes forever his
most devoted though unworthy servant."

It was apparent that even in Japan
Cupid might travel with the wings of
Mercury. The proposal, made to me

as representing parental authority, was

in regular form. Kesponsibility was not
to be avoided.
"Hana, when you came to us you were

to learn the ways of the West. Did you
not promise yourself to Boonto?"

" Yes. when 1 saw the knife aimed at the
heart beating with my own: but he did
not remain to claim the promise."
"With us man may sue; but woman

only may grant his re<|uest. To her alone
may come the great happiness of unlim-
ited giving."

Then this demure maiden of the East
lifted the half-veiled eyes till they met

the gaze of a bolder pair, and dropped
them as she murmurcd "I have given."
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